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2 July 1965

SUBJECT: Status of the ¥heelus Air Base

1. ¥he Libyasn Qowernment is not now upplying
aoy praasure on the US to evacusteo Wheelus fir Bese
our ftreaty rights expire in 1971. This eitus-
tion probably will contiaue in the immedinte future,
but any suddec change ia Libys, suech os the King's
desth, oould quickly rlter the picture.

2. King Idriss bhas mnde it ¢losr to his ninisters
that heo wants the UB to remain st Wheelusm at least
until the expiration of our lesse snd perhaps loager.
The King is the linch-pin of Libyen politics. When
e makes hie wishes koown, his government secquisesces.

3. At thecppening of Perliament last Msy, the
goverament made an ilnnoucuous statement that negotia-

tionz eoncerning Wheelus were “proceeding satisfactorily.”

In fact there haye been 1no substantive formal discus-
sions since lsst summer. A technical subcommittee
has also aot met for seversl moaths. The government
hes told legislators not to raise the Wheelus gumation
inhgohnte, and bas slso muzzled the press on this
subject.

4. Nevertheless, among residents of nearly Tripoli
and other urban centers there reselus o strong under-
eurrent of dissatisfection with the "imperislist
presgnce” in Libys. The US and several cother Western
consulstes at Bengezi in esstern Libye have recently
beec bombed, and an oilfield in the sartern province
of Cyrenzie: wes snbotiged. Given 2 suiteble spark,
the latent discontent eenld ensily lesd to riots like
those 0f January 1964, The government might then panic
and press the King to change his mind z2bout Wheelus.

5. BSomsthing of this sort heppened esrly last
yesr following Nasir's public attack on Yesters presence
in Libya. ¥For over & year nov he hzs been silent about
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Theelua, largely due to US pressure. At the same time
h® bas tsken severul svipes st the British presence.
Bhould Ruair reopen the nttack on the US, the govern-
ment might then feel obliged to mhow that it wam rexzlly
pressing the U8 to leave,.

€. The King's herlth poses mnother problem. He
iz & frall 74 new. There is certminly no assurance
that he will last to 1971, much lese beyond that date.
When he goes, 21l bhets sre off regurding Wheelus and
the Libysn political situation in genersl,
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